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, - t CONTROL  OF  THE  JOIET  IRTELLIUBIK. 

- V\-Vw-V.,: 'v/V.----.  _ objectives  ags»ct;;.:^ 

~ YOU  BEAUS  1*  presently  residing  at  Part  EOJLm,  Ttex&s  «ci  1 a • > 

£*a|>loy*d  by  th*  D*p*rtawat  of  th*  krmj  on  research  «d  d*T*lej>-_ . 

' aent  In  connection  with  th#  T-2  rociwt.  YCU  BBAUl  i*  th*  V 
f d*Aign*r;  and  «u  tb*  Project  Sup*rriaor  during  th*  de-rwlnp***.’  1 
tod  production  of  the  7-2  rociott  in  Germany.  During  th*  tfhir  Z-^C 
year#  7C*  ERAUR  *aa  a JUjor  in  th*  S3  and  a »amb*r  of  th* 

I3DAP*  B*  claims  hi*  33  coaaiaaiaa  «u  honorary . awarded  became*  • 


EiCy! 


ESSa’A 


-•'**1 *»«f  • “*  • 


I 


\ 


% 


a 5 77-594 


•ecurity  of  the  country. 
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compiled  by  the  Department  cf  the  L?mj.  . , ~ .-■■  „ ■_  - • - .*■■.  , 

• '*  " " • 

This  file  reflects  that  VON  EBAUN  la  a cdtisan  of  Germany  by  reaaec  of  hie 
birth  there  on  March  23#  1912.  Be  indicates  that  be  attended  rariotn  high 
echocle  until  1930  and  the  Institute  of  Technology  at  Berlin,  Gent any,  from 
which  he  received  an  A.  B.  Degree  in  1932.  His  perron&l  hietoiy  questionnaire 
indicates  that  he  cortinued  hi*  studies  at  the  University  of  Berlin  and 
received  a ph.  D.  Degree  in  Physics  in  that  institution  i_n  1934.  VOS  BFUtJF 
in  his  personal  history  quest! onnAiri  reflects  teat  he  was  employed  by  the 
Ordnance  jfcpa-rtsent  of  the  German  A ray  as  a civilian  eeployte  fro*  Kweaber,' 
191?  15;.*^  frd  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  development  of 

liquid  fuel  rockets  snd  served  as  technical  director  of  the  Rocket  Experiment 
Station  maintained  by  that  Department. 


VON  BRAUN  indicates  that  he  a as  a asiber  cf  the  BSDAF  and  sn  officer  in 
the  ss.  He  also  in dicated  that  he  was  a archer  of  the  permanent  aviation 
corpe  froc  approximately  1934  ®d  had  attended  an  SS  horse-back  riding  achool 
at  Berlin  in  1933  and  1934* 


In  connection  with  military  aervica  VON  ffUUN  Indicates  that  he  was  cc 
active  duty  in  the  Air  Force  for  30  days  in  May,  1936  and  for  * period  of  15 
days  in  May  of  1938.  He  stated  specifically  that  he  participated  in  peace 
tine  training  courses  only  arid  did  participate  is  «y  ftAmpsi|p8  mth 
the  Amy.  The  following  affidavit  was  submitted  ty  VCN  BRAUN  on  6/16/47 
concerning  his  affiliation  with  ths  K5IAP  and  other  affiliated  organisations 
of  the  German  governs*  it; 

■ AFFIDAVIT 


of  Membership  in  BSDAF  of 


• While  a student  at  the  Institute  of  Technology  In  Berlin,  I joined 
the  DU  ("Deutscber  Inft sport -Vsrbaud1,  German  Sport  Aviation  Club) 

In  order  to  become  admitted  to  the  aviation  school  at  Berlin-Staaken. 
There  I made  tgj  pilot's  license  in  rummer  1933 * At  that  time  the  DLV 
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no  politic*!  crganinatian.  In  stumasr  1931  tW  club  * u ebeorbod 
by  the  E.  S.  Fliegerkerps  ( Hational  Socialist  Aviation  Corps).  ill 
mothers  of  the  DLV  were  taken  over  autoseatically  by  the  latter.  I »v 
repaired  « member  of  the  fliegarkcrpe  until  apprcrlj*!#!/  rujwasr  1935# 


¥ 


In  fall  1933,  I Joined  the  5£-horseb*ck  riding  school  c£  the  vEeiterrturm 
!•  *t  Berlin-Rslensee.  I <u  there  twice  * week  «5d  took  riding  Is tt cos . 
The  entire  outfit  did  never  participate  In  any  activity  whatever  cuteidw 
the  riding  school  during  ay  connection  with  it.  In  euzosr  193k,  I ff>t  sy 
discharge  from  the  "Belter etarm*.  --  . . > - 


■ In  1939,  I has  officially  de sanded  tc  Join  the  let 'anal  Socialist  Party. 

At  thie  tine  I was  already  Technical  Director  of  the  Army  Rocket  Center 
at  peeneonerd#  ( Baltic  Sea).  The  technical  work  carried  out  there  had.  In 
the  meantime  attracted  mere  and  acre  attention  in  higher  levels.  Tin*,  ay 
refusal  to  Join  the  party  would  have  »eent  that  I would  hare  bad  to  abandon 
the  work  of  my  life.  Therefor,  I decided  to  Join.  Ifcr  membership  in  the 
party  did  not  involve  any  political  activity. 


■ In  spring,  1940,  one  SS-Standarteufuehrer  ( SS-colonel)  Mueller  frost 
Greifswald,  a bigrer  town  in  the  vicinity  of  Peeneiaiende,  looked  m up 
in  ay  office  at  peer.aiuende  and  told  ae,  that  Seiche  fuehrer  SS  Rinmler 
had  went  hla  with  the  order  to  urge  ae  to  Join  the  SS.  I told  hie  that 
I was  ao  busy  with  ay  rocket  work  that  I had  do  tier  to  spar®  fa-  any 
political  activity.  H#  then  told  ae,  that  ^ being  in  the  SS  w ould  coat 
m $o  tine  at  all.  I would  be  warded  the  rank  of  a ■ Unterrturmfmehrer" 

( lieutenant)  and  it  ware  a very  definite  desire  of  Riaiier  that  I attend  hi; 
invitation  to  Join. 


■ I asked  Mueller  to  give  as  tone  tdae  for  reflection.  B*  agreed. 

■ lealiilng,  that  the  matter  was  af  highly  political  a igni.fi can ca  for  tbs 
relation  between  the  SS  and  the  kray , I called  Immediately  oc  ay  military 
superior  far  many  years  in  the  triegesdnisterium  ( far  Department) , Major 
Qansral  Dr.  Dornbergsr.  Be  informed  me  that  the  ss  had  for  a long  time 
been  trying  to  fit  their  " finger  in  the  pie*  of  the  rocket  work.  This 
mere  an  Obvious  new  attempt  to  gain  influe  hoe  oc  owr  work.  I asked  him 
what  to  do.  Be  replied  on  the  spot  that  if  2 wanted  to  continue  our  actual 
work,  I had  no  ether  alternative  but  t#  Join.  Be  added  that  he  hoped  that 
our  old  cordial  relstioc  of  canfi denes  would  avoid  any  ftrturo  difficulties 
that  could  arise. 
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• After  haring  received  two  letters  of  exhortation  free  Mueller,  1 
finally  wrote  hi®  ay  tor, sent . Two  week*  later,  I received  a letter 
reading  that "Seiche fuehrer  SS  Eiwhler  had  approved  mj  repeat  for 
Joining  the  SS  and  had  appointed  me  Gntereturafuehrer  ( lieutenant) 
in  the  staff  of  Cbe  r gruppeefue  hr*  r Efci.ce,  Stettin"  ( whoc  I did  not 
even  know ) . 

• Frat  then  on  I received  a written  promotion  every  year.  At  the  war' a and 

I had  the  rank  of  a »Sturabaanfuehrer"  ( major).  But  nobody  ever  requested 
ae  to  report  to  anyone  or  to  do  anything  within  the  SS. 

e In  ruenser  1941,  I was  all  cf  a sudden  cited  to  Sianler’s  headquarUrw  in 

East  Prussia.  I had  a talk  with  EidLer,  tbM.  lasted  approximately  half  an 
hour.  He  told  ae,  that  he  wanted  to  expedite  the  work  cc  the  Y-2  missile, 
ao  that  it  could  be  put  into  oper&ticntl  use  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

He  eaid  he  realised  that  the  kre^  is  ■ full  of  red  tape"  and  that  he  could 

imagine  what  a ■ poor  inventor  like  ae"  had  to  suffer  from  that  kind  of 
dif ficultiae . I should  know  that  he  had  the  " open  door  to  the  fuehrer  any 
tine  at  hia  disposal*.  So  be  could  certainly  balp  us  expedite  the  work  in 
a acre  affective  way  than  anyone  elaa. 

■ I replied  that  I had  «iy  help  I can  think  of  and  that  cy  auperior.  Major 
General  I>ornberger,  were  the  beet  boss  I could  imagine.  Any  change  in  our 
present  military  subordination  at  P*er,acuende  could  only  wind  up  in  a 

delay. 

■ I was  finally  dismissed  without  any  decisions  made.  H lacier  was  obvic*dy 
disappointed  by  ay  attitude.  I notified  E^niberger  immediately. 

• Approximately  eight  weeks  later  I was  sullenly  arrested  by  the  Gestapo. 

A party  of  3 Gestapo  Officers  woke  ae  up  at  2:00  O’clock  in  the  aoroing  and 
took  me  to  Stettin.  There  I was  Jailed  in  the  Gestapo  prison.  For  12  day* 

I was  not  even  notified  wiy.  Then  I was  told  that  I were  ruspected  of  Anti- 
Mazi  utterances.  Two  days  later  General  Dornberger  case  into  Ihe  prison  and 
told  me  that  I was  free . On  tbs  way  back  to  Peeaemuende  he  teld  ae  that  ha 
bad  had  a bard  tiae  to  get  ae  out  of  there.  He  had  finally  declared  in 
Hltler*a  headquarters  that  if  the  Gestapo  would  not  release  ae,  the  operational 
use  of  the  Y-2  rocket  would  be  out  of  question. 

■ The  fact  that  a couple  of  months  later  SS-Obergruppenfuehrer  Kamsler  was 
put  in  charge  of  the  entire  V-l  and  V-2  program,  proved  Doroberger'e 
supposition  true,  that  Hinder  has  all  the  time  been  trying  to  get  e octroi 
over  the  Guided  Missile  program  in  Germany . 
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■ The  only  time  Z made  tat  of  aj  S3  rank  was  during  the  evacuation  at"' 
the  rocket  development  facilities  from  Peenemuende  to  Bleicherode 

( Central  Gemangr),  In  order  to  prevail  them  from  filling  into  Russian 
hanle.  Since  at  that  time  ( early  1945)  the  eomnunicsti co  «d  traffic 
•y st«a  in  Geraasy  was  almost  completely  diearganitedj  thie  move  vu  '■ 
only  possible  by  issuing  very  strict  transportation  orders.  In  issuing 

x t j • a.  - t — ^*.1.  t » m.  Akwt  4 m - **  - — g a emit  easmim 

tn099  OTQfrD|  j,  turiioa  my  30  rtat  iuvu  ujw  w 

•team  under  these  movements. 

■ In  addition  to  the  SS  I uaa  a member  of  the  following  organisations: 

\ f 
I 

DAF  (Deutsche  Arbe  its  front , Trade  Union) 

KSV  (Hat.  Soc  Welfare  Organisation)  , 

Deutsche  Jagerecbaft  ( Hunting  Organ  last  ion.)  •;  » ...  • 

Hsichaluftschutsbund  ( Air  Raid  Protection  Organisation  ) 

• State  of  Texas  ) 

County  of  £1  Paso  ) 

• I,  the  undersigned,  hereby  re  ear  ( or  afUrn)  that  the  a bora  statmaaat 
and  data  are  true  and  correct. 

CD 

e Yslaned)  Dr.  WBMHSR  vpp~BRAUN 

Signal 


Saorn  to  ( or  affi 
June  1947* 


mature 

d)and  subscribed  before  me  this  15th  day  of 


J 


(Signed)  Linda  W.  Patrick 

LINDA  I.  PATRICK,  lotary  Public 
In  and  fbr  II  Paso  County,  Texas 
tb  ccmaieeian  expiree  June  1,  1949 


At  the  present  time  VOW  SADI'S  wife  VASIA  TON  QUISTOSP,  his  parents  end 
"brother  MAGNUS  reside  at  fort  Bliss,  Texas.  His  brother  MAGNUS  la  also  em- 
ployed by  the  Department  of  the  Army  a a a Chemist  in  T-2  development. 

VON  BIADK  indicates  that  ha  has  traveled  in  Sweden,  Denmark,  Prance,  Italy, 
Greeee,  Portugal,  Austria,  Poland,  England  and  Belgium  as  a tourist  between 
1927  and  1939. 
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